

















The karst underground

Most characteristic of the karst is the fact that precipitations
instantly disappear underground, where the water flows
through cracks and crevices, creating an exceptional
underground labyrinth. In this area, more than 580 caves
are known. Considering that continually new species of the
unique underground fauna are discovered in them, all these
caves as well as the pureness of water flowing through them
must be preserved.

Common Frogs

The Vranja Cave along the edge of Lake Cerknica, where a
few tens of Common Frogs (Rana temporaria) overwinter
each year, is closed to public due to its sensitive character.

Totally adapted to the life in underground waters is the best

known cave animal, the Cave Salamander (Proteus anguinus),

which is endemic to the Dinarides. In its natural habitat we

may catch sight of it in the underground streams of the Pivka

and Rak rivers.

Cave Salamander or Proteus
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The Cave Beetle (Leptodirus hochenwartii) inhabits numerous
karst caves of the Dinaric part of Slovenia and northwestern
Croatia. It was discovered in 1831 in Postojna Cave and is

one of the first discovered and professionally described cave
animals in the world. In our country, however, unusually
many similar cave beetle species can also be found.

Cave Beetle

In karst caves regularly overwinter some bat species, including
the Lesser Horseshoe Bat (Rhinolophus hipposideros). Many
of them choose Zelske Caves at Rakov Skocjan as their
hibernacula. At any rate, it is most important that we do not
disturb them during their winter hibernation.

Lesser Horseshoe Bat

The great natural bridge at Rakov Skocjan
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Sneznik, pilot area of LIFE Ill — Nature project:

“Natura 2000 in Slovenia — management models and information system”, LIFEO4NAT/SI/000240

LIFE Ill - Nature is a financial instrument of the European Union, which supports the nature-conservancy endeavours
to conserve the significant European species and habitat types, associated in the Natura 2000 network.

The project, which lasts from January 1%, 2005, to December 31,
2007, is being implemented by the Institute of the Republic of
Slovenia for Nature Conservation and two local partners: the
Slovenian Forest Service - Regional Unit Postojna and Notranjska
museum Postojna.

The project activities carried out in the Sneznik pilot area:

e preparation of a detailed management plan for the area,

e inventarisation,

¢ setting up of information tables in the area,

e publishing of this brochure,

e other informative activities (lectures held at primary
schools, competition for the best poster made in primary
schools, preparation of info-material, etc.).
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Nova Gorica Regional Unit

Delpinova 16

5000 Nova Gorica
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